
 

 

 

 ASSESSMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION 

Blooms' Taxonomy  

Blooms’ Taxonomy is a systematic way of describing how a learner’s performance develops from simple to complex 

levels in their affective, psychomotor and cognitive domain learning. In their cognitive domain, there are six stages, 

namely: Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis and Evaluation. Traditional education tends 

to base the student learning in this domain.  
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Evaluation 

Application 

Analysis 

Synthesis 

Verbs: apply, carry out, construct, 
demonstrate, operate, produce, use 

Verbs: analyze, compare, 
contrast, differentiate 

Verbs: compile, create, develop, 
generalize, integrate, propose 

Verbs: appraise, assess, criticize, 
defend, evaluate, justify, support 

Remember 
previously learned 

material 

 
Grasp the meaning 

of material 

6 Levels in the Cognitive Domain of the Taxonomy 

Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Use learning in 
new and concrete 

situations 

Understand both the 
content and 

structure of material 

Judge the 
value of 
material 

Knowledge 

Verbs: define, describe, identify, label, list, match, name, outline, 
recall, recognize, reproduce, select, state 

Verbs: comprehend, condense, describe, 
discuss, distinguish, interpret, locate 

Comprehension 

Formulate new 
structures from 

existing knowledge 
and skills 


